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Message from the Captain
Well, it’s finally here; Bedfordshire Golf Club hits the ripe old age of 125,
and may I say it is not showing its age in the slightest! It is a tremendous
honour to be elected as Captain in such a milestone year, one that I shall
work hard to live up to. My gratitude goes to our immediate past Captain
Terry Donnelly; not only for choosing me as his Vice Captain but, more importantly, for having led
the club so admirably in his year of tenure. Under his stewardship, Bedfordshire Golf Club had its
best financial performance since moving to Stagsden. The course is (rightfully) receiving universal
praise, and every task that Terry undertook was always done with a smile on his face. Terry can
reflect on a job very well done, relax and enjoy his golf over this celebration year. Even though I
was riding ‘shot-gun’ all last year, I have to say that January seems to have been an incredibly
hectic blur of events. Firstly, there was the Past Captain’s dinner (aka the ghosts of Christmas
past!), which was very well attended and highly enjoyable. This was swiftly followed by Burns
Night, where the food and entertainment were top class, with a special mention to John Jappy
and his contribution on the night. We needed him there to offer translation of Burns into
Sassenach-speak, if nothing else! And my Toast to the Lassies was well received, although my
rhyming verse will not be gaining too many plaudits in the poetry world…..

The AGM passed off very smoothly, and my thanks go to
the people that made this happen – our President Roger
Willis, Steve Coppock (Management Board), and of
course, Geraint Dixon (General Manager). It was also an
opportune moment to congratulate Helen Nellis and
Brian Ralph in being elected Ladies’ Captain and Seniors’
Captain respectively. I look forward to working alongside
them in this seminal year. It also served to announce my
nominated charity for 2016, which is “Help for Heroes.” I
have several events planned through the year to help
raise money for this phenomenal cause. And last, but by
no means least, I congratulate John Simpson in being
elected as Vice Captain. John will be a highly proactive
and energetic VC, and is already demonstrating his
organisational prowess.
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Of course, my year really started with the Drive-in, alongside an equally twitchy Lady Captain - I
really didn’t think I’d be at all nervous until I saw most of the clubhouse were watching! Thankfully,
both drives were very respectable, if not stellar. The Drive-in lunch was a tremendous success, and
a real pleasure to share it with family and friends as well as so many members. The ‘New England’
flavour of the menu seemed to go down very well, aided by some impressive MC skills exhibited
by John Simpson, who ran proceedings with great aplomb.
Returning to the 125th theme, there will be several social and golfing events to celebrate this
historic milestone. In the coming 12 months, there will be an 1891-themed Hickory Golf club
challenge, with an opportunity to dust down Plus 4’s (and a prize for best turned out member);
there will be a photo-call of all members to record the membership for posterity; there will be a
series of club, county and national 1891 Competitions. The Deacon will have an additional twist this
year in that members will be allowed to invite a guest to help celebrate one of the most important
competitions in the men’s diary. And last but not least, September will stage a 125th Ball, which
promises to be a rather spectacular function.
From a personal perspective, I am also really looking forward to my Captain’s Day, open to all
categories of Members. Not surprisingly perhaps, it will have a very American flavour, which is all I will
disclose at present. However, I can confirm that the club crest will not be altered to a Bald Eagle, nor
are the club colours being changed to stars and stripes….!
As I mentioned earlier, underpinning this year, my designated charity is “Help for Heroes”. This is a
fantastic charity that supports and rehabilitates the UK’s armed forces’ wounded, and I hope you can
help support some or any of the fundraising I will be staging throughout the year.
I’d like to sign off by wishing each and every one of you a tremendous golfing year, and look forward
to seeing as many of you as possible at the golfing and social events being hosted by Bedfordshire
Golf Club in 2016.

Kevin Dunbar

Captain 2016

At the Captains’ drive -in
From right to left:

Joe Nellis (Captain 2014),
2016 Captain Kevin Dunbar.
Ladies’ Captain Helen Nellis,
Tracey Speirs
and Vice Captain John
Simpson
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Message from the President
Fortunately it is a rare occurence that any member has occasion to consult the
Club Rules. Mostly this is also true of the Club’s Officers. However together with
Joe Nellis, Sam and Nick Turnbull I devoted a good deal of time and thought during 2015 to the
task of giving our rulebook a stylistic makeover and updating rules that had been only slightly
modified in 2013. Following full consultation with Officers and Members the revised Rules were
formally adopted at the 2016 AGM. The easiest way for members to access them is on the Club
website. There is a printed version permanently in the Club Office and in the Members’ Lounge. The
Office staff will, on request, send you a digital copy to download should you wish to do so. A new
feature of the revised Rules is the addition of three appendices in the form of leaflets concerning
Dress Code, Safety on the Courses and General Advice about Club Policies. These leaflets contain
some updating of policy, for example in regard to mobile phone use, and will in due course be
issued in printed form to new members and visiting society organisers. I do think that even
members with a long acquaintance with the customs and procedures of the Club should familiarise
themselves with these documents. It is up to all members to play a part in thoughtfully reminding
others, be they visitors or new members, of our standards of dress and conduct.
A significant change in the revised Rules of the Club involves a new procedure for hearing an
appeal following a Disciplinary Committee decision. This will, in future, obviate the need to call an
EGM of the kind that was held on the 8th February 2016. The Officers of the Club were most
appreciative of the way so many members expressed their concern for the well being of the Club
by attending that meeting. It is, of course, deeply regrettable that we should find ourselves in such
an invidious position. Those of you present at the meeting will appreciate the efforts that were
made to avoid it. However a sufficient number of members attending the EGM supported the
Committee decision. We look forward to using the time we devote to Club matters for improving
our Club facilities and arangements in 2016.

Roger Willis

President

Burn’s Night 2016
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From the desk of the General
Manager
After a winter of seemingly endless storms, I'm sure that, like me, you're
looking forward to the green shoots of spring and some calmer days ahead.

I've had some personally challenging times to deal with and I thank the
Members for their understanding and support during this time.
Once again, the courses have held up well in the challenging conditions and at a time that many
other Clubs locally have suffered with temporary greens and tees, we've been able to stay on the
main facilities, thanks to the hard work and dedication of our greens-staff and the quality of the
product they have to work with.
Around the clubhouse, more upgrade works have taken place over the winter months, to try to
smarten the place up and stay on top of maintenance - and whilst more could be done and
sometimes apparently more quickly, we still need to be mindful of what we're spending, as we must
keep operating within our means - despite two good seasons, we're not in a position to spend in a
carefree manner, so it will be a case of little & often rather than a big overhaul for a while to come
yet and we thank you for your patience and understanding whilst these works take place, both on
and off the course.
We welcomed our new Captain, Kevin & Ladies Captain, Helen at the drive in lunch in January - and
wish them all the very best for the season ahead...it's already thrown up some interesting results
and bodes well for the rest of the year.
We're all looking forward to what will be a significant year in the Club's history, as it celebrates
reaching its 125th Anniversary. During the year, there will be a number of events to mark this
milestone, including a "hickory golf day", a 125th Open event in July, a Pro-Am in August, a grand
Ball in September and a delegation will be representing Bedfordshire Golf Club in a very special
challenge match against The Bedford Club in New York, who also coincidently celebrate the same
anniversary as us this year. There will also be a Members' photo roll taken in the summer - and when
the date for this is confirmed, it would be fantastic to get as many Members as possible present for
this unique snapshot of this moment in the Club's history.
Hopefully you will be able to support as many of these events as possible and make this year a
resounding success.
To help with organising Members' events, we welcome Peter Wilson to the Committee. Peter, with a
wealth of experience, will be making himself busy over the coming weeks, getting to know the
different golfing and social groups, trying to find out what the Members would like to get more
engaged in at The Club. So I hope you will make Peter welcome as he tries to help re-build a
thriving social scene at the Club, which has slipped a little over the past couple of years.
Here's to a good golfing season ahead - let’s hope the wind's all blown out for the summer!!

Geraint Dixon.

General Manager
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Report from the Chair of the
Board
It only seems like yesterday we were bringing in the New Year, yet here we

are in the middle of February and it’s half-term! Must be time for a Board
update for the Recorder.
For those who attended the AGM in January, you will be aware that the financial year to September
2015 was another positive one for the Club. I will discuss a few highlights of the now audited
accounts and also give an update as to where we are this financial year.
For the year to September 2015 the Club reported a trading surplus of £36k. This follows on from the
very good preceding twelve months and means that the club has some £50k in cash reserves to carry
forward in the Balance Sheet. This surplus was after significant investment on and around the course.
The main costs during the year involved new pathways and repairs to existing areas around the
Clubhouse.
The entrance driveway was recovered, not once but twice, and more recently for a third time!
Hopefully, the problems associated to that job have been resolved. The area under the balcony was
also resurfaced and a new path installed behind the 18th green. More recently, the path by the 1st Tee
and around the putting green has been replaced and a new path implemented by the side of the 13th
Tee. All of the costs for this work were written off in the financial year to September 2015.
The year saw the purchase of some new equipment for the Greens’ Staff including a greens mower, a
fairways mower and two walk mowers which are used for tees and greens when it is too wet to use
heavy equipment. They have been getting some serious workouts in the recent wet conditions. In
addition we purchased a drag brush attachment, which aids in the recovery of hollow-tining work,
which has proved to be very useful.
This expenditure was possible due to increasing our revenue by some 5.5% across the board,
including Subscriptions, Bar and Catering and Course income. In isolation Bar and Catering achieved
a surplus of £26k after deducting cost of sales and direct wages, which is exactly the same surplus as
the previous year. This is an excellent contribution to the bottom line and highlights the importance
of the Club offering social events and quality food and drink to the membership.
As for the new year, it has been a difficult winter on the course. A long period of wet weather has
meant that income lines are under pressure due to members and visitors not wanting to, or not able
to, play as much golf as they would like. The Board has approved a budget for the year, which
delivers a positive cash flow and projects a surplus for the year. At this moment in time, although we
are slightly behind on the budget, we are confident of achieving another good year.
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In continuing with the theme of constant progress and improvement, work has recently started on the
refurbishment of the upstairs toilets for both the men and ladies. This will include new flooring to
replace the old tiles and some decoration. New carpet and nosings for the stairway are also being
installed to go with the re-painting of the walls and ceiling. The entrance lobby will be getting new
heavy-duty carpeting and to complete the decoration along the hallway to the Biddenham Suite, a new
carpet will shortly be laid in this area too.
We have also recently upgraded a couple of the office and competition computers and as and when we
are able, this upgrading of facilities will continue. As always, costs are constantly under review and
there may be the odd frustration as to the length of time it takes to complete some tasks but we try to
take the most cost effective solution to each task, without compromising the outcome.
The Board’s task is to run the Club in the best way possible for the Members, whilst also trying to deliver
a solid set of accounts. Hopefully, we are managing to deliver on that philosophy, but the success does
reside with the membership. As always, it is important that Club functions are fully supported and there
are some exciting plans ahead for this celebratory 125th year. By attending functions, using the bar and
catering facilities, supporting the multitude of competitions that are run and by generally using and
promoting the Club as much as possible, members will enable the Board to continue to invest.

Steve Coppock
Chair BGC Board
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Course Manager’s Report
The department have been kept very busy over this long, mild, and wet

winter. The grass growth on the course has been unprecedented for this time of the year, with our
new hand mowers having been used regularly trying to keep on top of the greens and tees. The
fairways and roughs on the other hand, which have also grown rapidly, have been more of a problem.
We have found it virtually impossible getting out on the course and mowing them with our larger
equipment.
Winter work this year has also included preparing the 1st and 13th new tee pathways, which have now
been completed and look much better then they previously did, while we had the mini digger on site
we also started to clear out the old drainage ditch behind the 13th green as well as to construct the
base for the new compost toilet on the 6th tee.
The team have also started bunker drainage work to some of the worst performing bunkers on the
course. We have also carried out aeration to all the greens, tees, approaches, and fairways, we have
managed to get out and keep the greens surfaces open to allow water and air movement through the
root zone, this has helped us to keep open when a majority of other courses in the area have had to
close.
We have continued with our hedge top pruning to some of the older hedges around the course,
these have included the small one on the 2nd near to the green, the one on the 8th near to the green
and also the long hedge running between the 8th and 17th fairways.
This improves the airflow and allows sunlight to the surrounding turf, but also allows the planted
hawthorn whips to grow better, as well as helping us to trim them using a tractor operated machine in
the future.
For the first time in a number of years we have undertaken some maintenance work in Oakley Wood.
Some of the more undesirable trees and scrub have been cleared and habitat piles have been
constructed with the waste material, this helps allow more sunlight into the woodland and hopefully
the native bluebells will be able to spread into these areas. The remainder of the 10th/13th ditch scrub
has also been cleared, so that we can complete removing the rest of the unwanted debris with a mini
digger, and allow excess water to move off the course quicker.
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The greenstaff entered the golf course environment awards in 2015, it’s something we try to enter
every other year. The course received a visit from the judges in late October, even though we had
undertaken a lot of the Autumn work that allows us to prepare the course for the winter, including
the cutting and collection of the deep rough areas, the club was still chosen as one of the four
national finalists of the Environmental golf course of the year.
Other finalists included Machrihanish Dunes and Whitley Bay golf club with the eventual winner
being Pyecombe golf club, the awards were held in Harrogate at a national conference in January,
the experience of attending an awards ceremony and spending the evening with other like minded
golf clubs was very rewarding and a real honour for us here working at Bedfordshire Golf Club.
Dean has been servicing and repairing all the equipment in the department ready for the new
season. His knowledge and expertise really helps the golf club produce the required results out on
the course. This year he has also been helping train some of the younger staff how to use our
specialist equipment.
Scott Mcfadyen is returning to his native Scotland, having secured a full time position at Kingsbarns
golf club. We all wish him the best in his new job, and have really enjoyed working with him over the
past year.
Will Brice has completed his apprenticeship with the club and is now looking forward to continuing
his on the job training to gain all the relevant knowledge and skills to become a fully qualified
greenkeeper. He had been attending Shuttleworth college one day a week over the past year, and
his tutor was very pleased with all of his work and at the speed in which he completed the course.
The weather recently has not been the best, so please can I ask you to try to avoid walking in the
same places on the course as this can cause compaction, and smearing, and limit the grass
coverage.
The team know that a code red can sometimes affect the amount of golf that a few of the members
can play during this time of the year. With very limited drying days, and so many wet days, the course
has not been able to dry out, and therefore make it safe to use trolleys and buggies. Please keep this
in mind and as soon as the conditions change we will do all we can to get everyone back out there.
Remember, as yet, we have not had to close the course.
Over the past few winters we have introduced moving the white and yellow tee markers forward. This
has worked really well in allowing some of the extremely worn teeing grounds time to recover. The
tees are only used between December and February and are always placed behind the tees yardage
marker disc. These areas would normally receive no play at all but are still maintained throughout the
year; lots of unwanted thatch and moss are removed from the resulting divots, and are replaced with
a rootzone and a good quality grass seed. This is a very good way of introducing a new mix into what
is usually an unused part of the tee, we do appreciate it can become a little worn, but it’s important to
remember that the club do not have to use any artificial winter tee mats, and play from the main tees
twelve months of the year.
It is also essential to keep on top of repairing pitch marks as the greens are softer at this time of year
and are more susceptible to damage and disease.

John Gubb

Course Manager
Page 9

Stagsden Wildlife Report
Corvids around the golf course and a true story
from our old golf course at Biddenham.
In this issue of the Bedfordshire GC Recorder I would like to draw your
attention to the birds of the Corvid family and which of these birds you
might expect to see around the golf course.
I will also relate a true story about a Carrion Crow and its behaviour, that I was lucky enough to witness,
at our old course at Biddenham.
The Corvid family in England are made up of the following types of birds: Crows, Rooks, Magpies,
Jackdaws, Jays, Ravens and Choughs. Most of these birds can be seen around the golf course apart
from Choughs, which frequent rocky outcrops in Cornwall or Wales. These birds have bright red curved
bills and red legs and are quite rare, with only limited numbers breeding in the UK. If you ever holiday
in Cornwall or Pembrokeshire look out for these birds, as they can be seen quite readily performing
flying acts in the high winds near to the cliffs in these areas.
The Raven is the largest Corvid resident to the UK and can be seen and heard, almost anywhere in the
country, including flying over our Golf course.
If you are out playing and hear a very loud croaking noise coming from the sky, it might be a Raven. If
you look up and see a very large black bird flying, in the shape of a Maltese Cross, displaying a
diamond shaped tail then it is a Raven. It will be 3-4 times the size of the common Carrion Crow and
look the size of a Buzzard, but will be totally black.
These birds, like the red Kite, are making a recovery after being persecuted by game keepers for their
habit of eating the eggs and young of game birds.
The Ravens normal territory is the coast where like the Chough can be seen flying acrobatically in the
high winds, sometimes flying upside down!!!
The Jay is a very colourful bird and can be heard alongside the right of the 12th, harder to see though.
It makes a very harsh, rasping screech, which it repeats as it argues with its neighbours. When the Jay
flies it can be recognised by its very rounded wings, white rump and its undulating flight. Again this bird
is on the increase as persecution by man has reduced. The Jay is responsible for the increase in the size
of woods, as when it buries its acorns for the winter, it buries them in perfect condition and due to some
of the acorns not being found again they sprout and grow. The squirrel which also buries acorns and
nuts for the winter chews the ends so that they can't grow. Some of The New Forest area is there
because of Jays.
The Jackdaw is blackish bird with a grey head and can be seen in the tree next to the 1st tee. It is
smaller than a Rook and can be seen in great flocks at this time of year. It is a very clever bird and can be
tamed if acquired when it is young. When the flocks are together they make a great deal of noise
calling to each other as they move about.
They are often seen with other birds such as Gulls and Rooks.
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Everyone is familiar with the next Corvid, the Magpie. It is very conspicuous black and white bird and
can be seen everywhere in the country. The Magpie builds a big thorn nest, normally at the top of a
hawthorn hedge and finishes the nest off with a thorn roof. There is an entrance hole between the
main nest and the roof to allow the birds to enter, however it is built like a crab pot with all the thorns
pointing inwards. This helps to keep predators out of the nest and therefore keep the young safe.
In Southern Europe the Great Spotted Cuckoo uses the Magpie as a host parent, the Magpies rear
the young Cuckoo as its own. I was lucky enough to see Magpies feeding a young Great Spotted
Cuckoo when holidaying in Northern Cyprus.
The Rook is the bird that is nesting in great numbers in Oxley Wood to the left of the 10th fairway.
These birds are gregarious and all nest together, high up in the trees and their nesting sites are
called Rookeries. They always seem to be arguing with each other and can be seen flying above
their nests in great numbers at any time of the year. When you are out on the course, look out for
Rooks, they are always in a group whilst the Carrion Crow is normally alone or at most in pairs, the
Carrion Crow is also bigger. The bill of the Rook as can be seen in the above picture is white. Both
birds hunt all over the golf course looking for Wire Worms, the larva of the Cranefly, which when
conditions are right can be seen swarming out of the ground. Both of these birds can do
considerable damage to the course as they look for the Wire Worms.
There is an old saying about Rooks.
"If the Rooks build low it will blow and if the Rooks build high, it will be dry"
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The Carrion Crow is quite a big bird, compared with the
rook, and can be seen standing as a sentry around the
course. There is a pair in the tree next to the small pond on
the left of the 2nd fairway and another pair on the right of
the 8th. Crows tend to nest in the same area every year and
do not move far away in the winter.
Their nests can be seen throughout the country, usually
high up in the fork of trees, always nesting alone.
The following is an account of a Carrion Crow’s behaviour
that I was lucky enough to witness at our old course at Biddenham.
Those of you who played at our old course will remember the 14th hole, which ran up towards the
river. It was a fairly short par 4 which could be reached in one if you hit your driver well. The green was
surrounded by Poplar trees which stood at least 60 feet high. It was in these trees that a pair of Carrion
Crows nested every year and could always be seen wandering around the area of the green.
It was a Sunday morning and I was playing a Medal alongside Frankie Tizzani and another player.
Frankie had duffed his tee shot to the left whilst mine had sailed down the fairway, just short of the
green. As I walked down towards my ball, I saw Frankie's second shot land on the green and roll up to
about 20 feet from the hole.
As the ball stopped a Carrion Crow flew over and landed on the green next to Frankie's ball, it then
proceeded, using it bill, to knock the ball over towards to the hole. I couldn't believe what I was
seeing. The Crow was oblivious to me, it was only concerned in what it was doing. Hitting the ball
about 9 inches at a time, it finally got the ball next to the hole and tapped it in. It then looked up and
flew off.
Frankie arrived at the green and asked whether I had seen his ball, I then had to explain what had
happened. As Frankie had entered the 2's competition he wasn't too pleased with my explanation.
However we decided that the ball should be replaced where it had come to rest and Frankie should
play from there. We found out later that we had made the right decision because the ball had come to
rest. If the ball had hit the Crow and gone in the hole it would have counted.
The only explanation I could think of for the Crow’s behaviour, was that it thought the ball was an egg
and it was hiding it from us, so that when we had gone it could come back and get it.
It does make you wonder if this had happened before
and some lucky player, on finding his ball in the hole,
could put down a 2 or even a 1 on his card!!!!!

Barry Sullivan.
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Report from the Chair of
Competitions
“One Seb Lovell, there’s only one Seb Lovell………"

Welcome to a new year of competition golf, and welcome to
Rob Mayfield and Keith Turner who are serving apprenticeships on the competitions committee.
With John Simpson taking up the role of Vice Captain, and myself having spent four years
upsetting people it’s time to prepare a new team for 2017.
The annual handicap review was conducted in January and is on the notice board. Most would be
surprised to note that there were twice as many increases in handicap as decreases. Just to
remind members that we can only review what we see, and that means cards, whether
competition or supplementary. Medical dispensation is the only subjectivity allowed.
The October edition of the “Bedfordshire GC Recorder” carried the title “youngsters to the fore”,
and I’m pleased to report that every competition since that edition has had a pesky youngster
either winning it or in the final. There were also some pretty impressive handicap improvements
during the year, most notably by the Young brothers, Jason and Mitchell. Very well done.
Seb Lovell won the November medal to achieve a 70% haul of the years’ medals – a huge
achievement. He also won the Calcutta Cup, beating Tom Coles, the Bill Perry Tankards with his
Dad, Mike ( are they the new Ant and Dec?), but lost in the final of the Gale Salvers to young
bucks Rob Sparks and Matt Lea (who shot 72 on the day in foul conditions).
Outside family Lovell, Rob and James Mayfield won the December 4BBB, and “Bedfordshire
bandits” Glen Anderson and Liam Greenwood the January. Simon Cavill
and Billy Wheeler won the Centenary Salvers, and George and Shaun
Appleby the Greensomes. Tom Coles and Ray Graham turned out to be
the very popular winners of the Captains’ drive in.
JOHN HAINES wanted me to make a bit of a thing of him winning the
Constable Cup, beating Billy Wheeler in the final, WELL DONE JOHN....
The sign up sheets for the Calcutta Cup and Fourball tankards knockouts
are now on the board. We will be making the draws on the 7th and 21st of
March respectively.
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Thanks Simon!

Please note that as of 1st March 4BBB matches will be played from 90% of handicap not ¾, and that in
the Fourball Tankards shots are taken against the course rather than the lowest handicap player as is
normal.
There is a table with 90% of handicap in the back of the club diary, and the rules of each individual
competition in the front of the diary. I mention this because in the Winter Greensomes and Foursomes
knockouts there were several instances where the wrong format was played. In all cases there was not
enough time for a rematch so the games were decided on the toss of a coin to avoid any “rules of
golf” infringements.

Competition Etiquette : It is extremely bad manners, once you have entered a competition, not to
turn up on the day, leaving your playing partners stranded. However bad the weather, please turn up .
There will be enough like-minded players hanging around in the pro-shop for you to be able to make
up a non playing fourball.
And finally, once again the subject of prize
money and “where does all the money go” has
come up. The Captain has written a reply in the
suggestions book. However, once I’m back from
my fully paid, all expenses trip to Dubai at Easter
I will produce a one page explanation of where
else the money goes. This may or may not lead
to an increase in prize money going forward.
Have a great years’ golfing.

Simon Hicks

Chair of Competitions

Club Champion 2015 - Seb Lovell
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BEDFORDSHIRE COUNTY GOLF
The County fixtures diary has been published and I have pinned a copy both on the main board
in the foyer and the mens’ board.
The main County competitions are:
FOURSOMES CHAMPIONSHIP at SOUTH BEDS on SUNDAY 1ST MAY
SENIORS
“
at LUTON HOO on WEDNESDAY 29TH JUNE
FOURBALL
“
at
L BUZZARD on SUNDAY 31ST JULY
MIXED FOURSOMES “
at
B & COUNTY on SUNDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER
This year is our Club’s 125th anniversary. Bedfordshire GC will be hosting the County
Championships, the colts and handicap championships, all taking place on the weekend of 4th
and 5th June. I would like to see a large entry from our members
on what should be a superb occasion.
We are in the middle of the winter scratch foursomes and seniors’ scratch leagues.
The teams have performed well but success has been elusive. In the summer, we will be running
scratch A and B teams, as well as the mid-handicap team. Anybody who is keen to play but has
not yet been contacted or played before, should contact me.
Last year sadly saw the closure of Caddington GC. However, it is being redeveloped
with professional design and construction. It will have 27 holes and great facilities.
Also in 2015, Abbotsley Golf Club applied to affiliate with Bedfordshire (from Cambs)
and were accepted, bringing the number of golf clubs in Bedfordshire up to 25.
I remember when I first joined the club as a junior, there were only 7 courses in Bedfordshire
and two of those were 9 holes only.
The county AGM takes place at Leighton Buzzard on 24th February.

Les Sharman

6th February 2016
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Ladies’ Captain’s Report
Sheila

Fairey and the members of the ladies committee organised a

successful and enjoyable Ladies AGM on January 19th. It was good to see
around 40 ladies there and they certainly gave Sue Cribb a great send-off, and
me, a warm welcome. A huge array of trophies were awarded on the night, all
celebrated with warmth and genuine admiration for the winners.
I think all the ladies would like to say “well done” to Sue Cribb for her
successful captaincy and for agreeing to stay on the committee this year and
support me with the organisation of matches. I am also indebted to all the members of the
committee, new and old, for their continuing support to me and the Ladies section.
Burns Night took place on 23rd January and while not too many attended to hear my maiden speech
and “toast to the laddies” it was nevertheless, a thoroughly enjoyable evening with haggis-stabbing
and bagpipes. I took the opportunity to make a few jokes about our dear male fellow golfers which
were taken in good spirit and we all enjoyed the speeches and general merriment.
We were all delighted to welcome our new Club Captain, Kevin Dunbar to our January Ladies
Committee meeting (a first I believe!) and to hear that he is keen to work with us. We were all taken
with his energy and enthusiasm and exciting plans for this 125th Anniversary year. Sue Cribb
attended the January General Committee on my behalf on 29th January
and I have asked the Committee to start a review of the Social events of
the club to make sure they keep fresh and are appealing members new
and existing.
And now the important part – golf! The weather has been distinctly
inclement in this first month of the year and we have been carrying.
Inevitably this means that only the intrepid and hardy ladies took to the
course, but we have had fun in the mud, rain, frost and wind and some
people have even managed to score some decent points. We are all
immensely grateful for the excellent work of John Gubb and his team who
are doing such a splendid job in keeping the course in great condition
throughout the year.
We are encouraging all members to join us for coffee on Tuesday
mornings at 11am and it has been great to catch up with friends who are
not winter golfers. Clare Hind has put together the team for the Mail on
Sunday competition. The first match will take place on Feb 10th at 10am
and we are expecting good results from our talented team. We have had a
great response to the Away Break which will take place in September
when around 30 ladies will be heading off to Draycote Hotel and for golf
and fun on and off the course.
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And finally - the Drive–In on January 31st: Having had 6 months of sleepless nights where, in my
troubled dreams, all my balls ended up in the pond, I decided to seek the help of Richard Banks.
He strongly advised me to face towards Stagsden, which I did. To my great pleasure, when I
opened my eyes, the ball was missing from the tee! Thanks to all who provided therapy and
suggestions for how to get me through this most traumatic initiation. We raised a good amount
of money for my charity, the MS Therapy Centre, and Heather Houchin won the
betting!
My goals for the ladies section for the year are:
•

To encourage ladies of all abilities to play in as wide a range of games
and matches as they can

•

To ensure that the ladies section is considered in all aspects of the
running of the club

•

To encourage ladies to participate in the social events of the club and to
support and thoroughly enjoy the special 125th Anniversary events

•

To aim to enjoy the 3 Fs – FUN, FRIENDSHIP and FANTASTIC GOLF.
The final words go to my Poet Laureate of the year, Pam Davis, who
kindly penned this poem for my appointment:
Well Helen the day is here
To start your Ladies’ Captain’s year
It would have been so easy to say NO!
Let someone else have a go.
But you said YES, and I am glad
To miss the honour would be sad.
It would be nice for you if you played off three
But that is not really the prioirity
A happy smile and winning ways
Works wonders on disappointed days.
So enjoy yourself, pick a good team
And your Captain’s year will go like a dream.

Helen Nellis

Ladies’ Captain
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Senior’s Section Captain’s Report
Firstly let me say how proud and delighted I am to be Captain of such
an extremely friendly and active section of the club. I am looking
forward to getting to know all of you better throughout the coming
year.

It’s hard for me to believe that, as you read this, one third of my
Captaincy will have already been served. My my! Time really does fly
when you are enjoying yourself, or is it because I am getting older????
We finished the year with our 9-Hole Christmas Lunch Competition. Once again this was well
supported, and the raffle enabled the section to send £230 to our chosen charity, St John’s Hospice in
Moggerhanger. Thank you to all 55 members who took part. The competition was won by Malcolm K
Greenley with 23 points off 18; 2nd Adrian S Bailey 21points off 22 and 3rd Bernard A Wallace 19points
off 17.
Our first competition of 2016 was the Four Club Competition. This was also well supported despite the
weather and was won by, at his first attempt, new senior member John Simpson with a great score of
36 off 8, congratulations John. 2nd was Robbie “bandit” Brown off 25 pushing Tim “he of shorts fame “
Whitwham off 15 into 3rd on count back both scoring 35. Unfortunately another new member to the
senior ranks and our new club captain Kevin Dunbar did not do so well.!!! Sorry Kevin just had to
mention it.
For those of you who may be thinking of joining our ranks, but do not know what we do or how we run
it, can I just say first and foremost we want all our senior members to enjoy their golf and so we put fun
and friendship first. A mere £5.00 annual subscription enables you to play in all the senior
competitions. If you wish to join this section you must be aged 55 or over. For further details please
contact Andrew Duthie, Senior’s Treasurer or contact myself or any other member of the senior
committee whose details are on the Senior’s notice board near the men’s changing rooms.
Forthcoming competitions
If you have an inactive handicap please be aware that you are still able to play in Qualifying
Competitions but there are some competitions (knockout for example) which you are not eligible to
enter. You need to submit 3 score cards to regain an active handicap. These can be submitted under
general play but must be registered as Supplementary Scores in the pro shop before commencement
of your round. Any queries please contact our senior comp’s secretary Tim Whitwham.
Monday 25th January – Eclectic begins
Monday 8th February – 13 Hole Stableford
Monday15th February – Greensome Stableford
Monday 22nd February- Pairs Better Ball Stableford
Monday 29th February- Yellow Tee Stableford

March 9th White tee Stableford
March 21st Bedford Away
March 23rd March Hare Trophy

Page
18 details, together with full details of all 2016
The new senior section list of members and their
contact
competitions and events, can be collected from the General Office.

Two new over 70s competitions are introduced for 2016, one being the Stewart Kenny Trophy, kindly
donated by Stewart, marking his 50years as a member of Bedfordshire GC.
We thank Stewart for this magnificent trophy (see photo below).
Want the opportunity to represent the Senior Section in inter club matches??? Then ensure you keep
an eye on the Senior’s notice board and put your name forward as details of each match goes up. A
full list of dates for all inter-club matches is already on the board. Our first match is away to Bedford
on 21st March. We have made changes to the home matches with regard tee off time, lunch cost and
dress code. You will receive further details on a separate email. Any questions please contact Seniors’
Match Secretary/ Vice Captain Terry Mizzi
Finally can I just remind all of us that we are lucky enough to play at the best club in Bedfordshire that
the ground staff do an amazing job in keeping the course open despite all that mother nature throws
at them. Let’s play our part by repairing not only our own but any other pitch marks that we see on
the greens as they soften up.

Brian Ralph

Seniors’ Captain

Page 19

Obituary
Trevor Brooks
1938 - 2016
Trevor was a popular member of our Club and won a number
of trophies including the Rawlins Bowl, the Tom Donnelly
Salvers and the Famous Grouse playing in partnership with
Keith Turner both of them playing off 14 handicap. Trevor, like
Keith, was a local man who grew up among a large family in a
simple cottage that was lit by oil lamps and candlelight and where water had to be fetched from the
well. He took an apprenticeship in engineering as a young man and worked locally in Northampton
and Wellingborough. As a country boy he acquired a knowledge of wildlife, an interest that endured
into his last years when, bravely enduring ten years of kidney dialysis treatment, he still enjoyed the
sights and sounds of the countryside. He liked the simple life, tending his allotment and enjoying his
family life. His main passion was sport however and in his prime he captained the local village
cricket team whose home ground was in
the field that is now part of our Academy
Course.

Map of Stagsden before the Golf
courses were built showing the old
cricket field where Trevor played.
Courtesy of Keith Turner
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