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The weather has, thankfully, changed for the better in recent
weeks, the grass is growing like wildfire and all competitions
are packed. I cannot remember a time when the Club and the
course(s) have been in better shape! Everyone in every
department has worked so hard to ensure that we have all
been able to benefit from the first-class facilities and services
on offer to our members and visitors. This includes the office
staff, the catering and bar teams, the cleaning staff, the greenkeepers, members of the
various Committees and officers of the Club. Many thanks to each and every one of you!
I am particularly pleased to highlight that this year’s winner of the Lord Lieutenant’s Trophy
was a junior member of the Ladies’ Section, Roisin Scanlon. What a fantastic achievement
at the age of 11 off a handicap of 6. Everyone present in the Club for the results that day was
clearly delighted – particularly her proud parents of course. A little bit of history had been
made as I think this is the first time that a member of the Ladies’ Section has won such a
major competition in the Club – although I may be corrected by someone with an
encyclopaedic memory for such trivia! It is also remarkable that the age of players that day
ranged from 11 to 84 (or thereabouts)! What a great marketing message.
By now everyone will surely be aware of the record increase in membership numbers during
recent months and the notable upturn in visitors to the Club, including those on the par 3
Academy course and on the Championship course. Our finances are the strongest they
have ever been since we moved to Stagsden. On behalf of all members I must put on record
once more our thanks to the Management Board under the leadership of Steve Coppock as
well as the Interim Management Team for all the hard work that they carry out on our behalf.
The range of improvements that will be carried out to the course in the coming months will
undoubtedly provide the platform for continued success. Like others, I look forward to the
new pathways to be laid down around some tees and improvement in the half-way house
facilities, etc. Of course, there is still much more to be done particularly concerning the
changing rooms and car park facilities but I fully support the cautious approach being taken
by the Management Board.
With so many new members having joined us during the past year, I would like to encourage
everyone to reach out and to welcome new faces into the various groupings within the Club.
We have deservedly become known as one of the friendliest clubs in Bedfordshire so let’s all
contribute to this growing reputation.
Long may the good weather continue, and long may we continue to enjoy our fantastic golf
course!

Joe Nellis
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By the time this is published I will be almost half way through
my year as Club Captain, it certainly doesn’t feel like 5
months since the AGM but in other ways an awful lot has
happened since January 20th and a lot of golf has been
played.

Set against the dreadful run of weather we had in 2018 which resulted in some stern
challenges for course Managers all over the Country, it was a little ironic then that in the
spring of this year we were desperate for rain, but when it came it did arrive in some style,
not always exactly when wanted, Captains Day comes to mind, but the result of slightly
above average rain fall and in the most reasonable temperatures has seen a transformation
of our course, it is I feel in the best condition we have ever seen it and continues to improve
on an almost daily basis, with the healthy growth of our existing trees as well as the
successful moving of others it is difficult to imagine this is the same course that was burnt
and parched last summer. It is though not solely down to the weather and great credit should
be given to John Gubb and his team for the way they nurture, progress and present the
courses, having worked with them previously as Chair of Greens I am fully aware that to
them it is not just a job but a passion and we are very lucky to have such a dedicated team
.

On the competition front we are now into a very busy period, not that we have been short of
competitive golf over the past few months. On a personal note I managed to start the year
with a couple of wins, followed by a very near miss defending the Bill Perry Tankards with
Colin Beard, the highlight though so far for me was winning the County Foursomes Nett and
finishing 2nd in the main Gross Competition again with Colin, perhaps when you reach a
certain age Foursomes is the way forward, play half the amount of shots and get round
quickly. We are well into our Club match programme for the year and in those I have played
in friendly competitive golf has been enjoyed along with excellent company and food so
thank you to those who organise and play in both the Men’s and Mixed Matches. Recently
we played the annual Biddenham Baffie Match, thank you to all those who took part in this
long established event, and following a healthy full English Breakfast at 7.00 a very pleasant
morning was spent on the course, the result in this is apparently of little importance but hard
luck to my Vice Captain Nick. In the early part of the year I was advised by a recent past
Captain that Captaincy guarantees two things, an increase in your Handicap and Waistline, I
am perhaps doing something wrong as so far both are just about hanging on where they
started the year, and yet as some may say.
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It was my intention to get to meet and where possible, play with as many Members as
possible during my year, this has though become an increasingly difficult challenge, the main
reason being the amount of new Members we have attracted recently the figures are quite
staggering, over 170 in all categories in the past 12 months leaving us currently in a position
of being close to capacity, the attraction of our course and facilities were highlighted to me
recently when following the visit of a small society and a group of guests 4 people left with
Membership packs. Having attended a new Members social gathering I was delighted to hear
the feedback from some of those who have recently joined us, it’s not just the course and
facilities that take the credit but you the existing Members for creating the friendly welcoming
atmosphere we have within the Club.

Our Club finances are in a very healthy condition. Having been a Committee Member and
Chair of Greens in days gone by when times weren't so good, we needed many things but
budgets didn't allow. It’s a pleasure now to sit in Management Board meetings and discuss
what equipment and projects we can sanction. As I’m sure you are all aware so far this year
we have purchased a new rough mower and sprayer, and funding has also been agreed for
the water bore hole project, as well as running water and electricity to the half way hut to
enable flushing toilets there. The sound position we find our Club in is as a result of many
factors but the one I feel I must highlight is the time and commitment given by our volunteer
Interim Management team of Steve Coppock, John Simpson, Clive Haywood and Gerald
Bygraves, the work put in by these four on behalf of us all and our Club is I’m sure greatly
appreciated by everyone.

No report from me would be complete without a little bit of a moan, we have a fantastic golf
course which is the envy of many within the County, we are the people who play and enjoy it
the most, so please can we all do the simple things that help maintain it as we would like to
find it and reduce the workload on out greens team allowing them to concentrate on more
important things. Rake bunkers correctly, replace divots or backfill with divot mix, repair pitch
marks and keep our trollies outside the white lines, all little things that only add minutes to a
round of golf but make a huge difference to the course condition and presentation.

To finish can I just say how much I enjoyed Captains Day despite the light shower and gentle
breeze, thank you to everyone within the Club as well as friends and family who helped make
the day so special, but more importantly thanks to all of you who came along and took part. I
did follow this up with a small birthday celebration and an excellent Deacon Dinner the next
weekend, a busy two weekends but 9 days I will remember for a long time and thank you to
all who made it possible.

Andy Brown
Club Captain.
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Sitting here in my office, looking at the rain and wind
outside, it is amazing to think that I’m now half way through
my year as Ladies’ Captain. Such a lot seems to have
happened. Our annual Coffee Morning in February is the
harbinger of golfing activity for the coming season, and got
the year off to a splendid and rather nautical start with a
contingent of Bedford Sea Cadets in attendance.

In terms of facilities, we were delighted to see the halfway house toilet reopen; with a modified
maintenance schedule and some revamped signage, the system seems to be working well, to
the relief of many members. We are looking forward to seeing further improvements to the
ladies’ facilities later this year, hopefully in advance of our Ladies Scary Scramble Open on the
25th October

However, the main focus of the year has been on the golf:
Highlights of the year, to date, have included a swap with
Brookman’s Park Golf Club, and a social golf trip to Melton
Mowbray Golf Club, (we look forward to welcoming them
here later this summer). These events were both new
enterprises for the ladies’ section and proved very popular.
Noreen & Sue enjoying Brookmans Park

More serious events have included our Adams Competition and Dinner, won by Margaret
Seabrook, and our Championship, won by Sally Shayler. On both occasions, the course was in

Guest speaker Ruth Bell, MBE, JP, DL

Championship Trophy winners

tip top condition (of course) thanks to the greens staff. He Adams competitions were held on a
lovely day for gold, and were followed by a delicious meal and a fascinating address by our
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guest speaker Deputy Lieutenant, Ruth Bell, MBE. On Championship day, it was a gruelling
36 holes in the rain, but it was all smiles at the presentation and dinner that followed. Thanks
to Club Captain, Andy Brown, who popped in to buy us all a drink and present the ‘big one’,
to Sally Shayler (again).
The match season has also got off to a good start with the Scratch team registering a
resounding win over South Beds and the Shield team achieving two wins and a halved
match, thus far.
Looking at the wider ladies’
golf section, it has been a
pleasure to see more of the
Academy ladies coming along
to coaching sessions, informal
roll ups and attending our
Adams Dinner. The Juniors
too have seen some new
innovations this year: BGC ran
Victorious BGC Ladies Team after our match against Beadlow Manor
the
Girls’
Golf
Rocks
Programme this year, very
successfully, with a full complement of 15 girls signing up for the free taster session, and 9 of
them continuing on to the subsidised coaching course. Funding from the Golf Foundation has
enabled us to offer an improved junior membership package, which includes some coaching,
competitions, social events as well as a club cap and
golf passport progress system, which is proving
popular. As a result of the success of this initiative,
County have arranged two follow up competitions on
the Academy course for all GGF graduates from
across the county on the 3rd and 15th of September,
and have also asked BGC to host the Eastern Region
Junior Championships in 2021.

The first half of the year has been busy and fun, the
Ladies now look forward to a busy programme of
matches, serious and social, Members Meeting,
Ladies’ Captain’s Day and Invitation Day, before we
host the Ladies’ Scary Scramble in October, our first
Ladies Open Competition for many years.

Hilary Denny
Ladies’ Captain
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Junior captain, Holly Gordon, helping
out at the GGR taster session

I am nearly half way through my year’s Captaincy and the
time has simply flown by. We have many new members
this year and the Seniors membership has reached 181.
One of the committees aims this year was to provide a better means of communication with
our members and with this in mind we are now producing a monthly newsletter which goes
out to all members informing them of last month’s results, the coming months competitions,
matches and also any important club news, rule changes and also clarifying existing rules.
The production of the Seniors booklet, containing contact details of our members, was
slightly delayed this year as we had to comply with GDPR regulations before we could
distribute it. Also, unlike previous years, we could not leave the booklet under the Seniors
notice board for collection, so, the booklet had to be collected from the Office.
Two competitions already completed this year were the newly introduced White and Yellow
Tee Winter Leagues. These rounds were played on alternate Fridays between November
and mid-February. The best 4 Stableford rounds from the 8 White and 8 Yellow Tee rounds
counted. Two trophies were purchased for these competitions, and I am happy to say that
both competitions were well supported and will be run each year. The Winner of White Tee
League was Mark Lewin and I was very pleased and happy to have won the Yellow Tee
League.

Other major competitions played were:





The March Hare Trophy – Won by Ian Thody
The Seniors Presidents Putter – Won by Jim Armstrong and presented on the day by
the President Joe Nellis.
The Seniors Championship, played over two rounds in May, and won by Ian Kemys
All our Match Play Competitions, both singles and pairs are also well underway.

The Ken Savill Salver competition which was postponed will now be played on the 1st July.
We commenced our Inter Club matches in mid-March and at the time of writing have
nowplayed 11 matches, with mixed results (Won 2, Lost 5 and Halved 4). However of the 11
matches only 3 have been at home. We are now entering a very busy schedule playing 12
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matches over the next 3 months. This year we have introduced an email system for applying
for matches. This is working well as more
members seem to be applying to play in
the matches than they did when the
application was posted to the Notice
Board.
We were very happy to have shared the
Presidents 65th birthday when he played
for us at the Bedfordshire in one of our
club matches. To celebrate this occasion
Debbie bake a beautiful birthday cake
and we were all pleased to have shared it with Joe.
We are introducing a Seniors Championship Away Day this year it will take place at Aylesbury
Vale Golf Club to the west of Leighton Buzzard. It will include the Champions Away Trophy, a
Plate for the best higher handicap score (19 and over) and cash prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3 rd. It
will be a singles Stableford competition, full handicap allowance from yellow tees from 12
noon.

Checking out the Aylesbury Vale Course

Phil Rajotte
Senior Captain
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The Recorder article I wrote this time last year is remarkably
different to the one I plan on writing this year. As is usual in
all things golf related, the weather tends to dominate most
discussions and my Recorder articles seem to be no
different. Last July we were in the middle of a heat wave
and the Course ultimately suffered from the long, hot Summer. It did seem for a while, that
this year was heading the same way, with rainfall being a scarce commodity and the Course
once again being in dire need of some wet stuff. A week of incessant rain in June soon put an
end to that!

Consequently we are now enjoying two golf courses in absolute peak condition. I know a lot of
Members travel around and play golf at a number of locations around the County and beyond.
Without fail we come back home and find the conditions as good as anywhere. We are lucky
in that the geographical features of our Course help with wet weather but we must also pay
tribute to the hard work and skill of John Gubb and his team.

The golf Courses, Clubhouse and environment have all contributed to Bedfordshire Golf Club
being in a very stable financial position. Our year to date trading figures are very encouraging
and should result in an excellent set of accounts by the end of September.

Since the start of the financial year in October, we have seen in excess of 100 new members
join the Club in all categories, i.e., Par 3, Junior, Evolution and Social but with over 40 joining
as full 7-day Members. There has also been an increase of 50% in total green fees paid by
Visitors, most notably on the Par 3 Course. This is partly due to the good weather over the
Winter and Spring periods but the Par 3 Course has benefited by the closure of the Wavendon
course in Milton Keynes. This is unfortunate as no one likes to see the closure of golfing
facilities, but it does seem to have increased the footfall on our Course.

The increase in Visitors and general play by the Members has resulted in an overall increase
of 12% in total income year to date. Bar and Catering income is ahead of budget which is the
result of more usage but also down to the restructure we had in the kitchen at the end of last
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Summer with the arrival of Debbie and her team and the change of Bar Menu and excellent
catering offerings at both internal and external events.

The Summer months are the busiest at the Club and the financial forecasts for this period are
always the best of the year. Hopefully, there will be no extremes of climate to impact our
busiest times of the year which should result in the budgeted income being maintained.

We have already made some significant investments this year with the purchase of a new
Rough Mower, which was held over from last year, along with a new Sprayer machine. Both
of these items will help continue the improvement of the Courses over the short and long
term.

The Management Board continues to explore a number of capital projects to continue the
programme of enhancing the facilities for the benefit of all Members. These include the
drilling of a Bore Hole which will substantially increase our ability to store water and utilize
more effectively the irrigation system we have on the Course. We are also about to embark
on the task of running water and electricity to the Halfway Hut. This is no easy matter as it is
situated some distance from the utilities in the Clubhouse, but once complete will enable us to
increase the facilities in this location.

There has been some wear and tear over the Winter to certain high-traffic areas on the
Course, notably around the back of the 4th Tee and alongside the 8th Tee. During September
we will be installing additional Tiger Trak pathways to these areas along with replacing the
pathway at the side of the 13th Tee and extending the pathway from the back of the 4 th Tee to
alongside the 16th Tee. These pathways help reduce the wear on the Course but also add
significantly to the visual impact of the layout.

Members will have recently had a communication regarding the change of operation of the
Professional Services at BGC. I won’t repeat the details here, suffice to say we are looking
forward to bringing this function of the Club “in-house” which will allow us to maintain the
increase in revenues across all areas of the site.
Finally, it is still very encouraging to hear new Members talking about how welcome they have
been made to feel at the Club. This has been said many times before, but it is one of the
reasons why we have an increasing Membership, while some other Clubs are seeing a
reduction in this area. It is not an easy thing to put your finger on, but whatever it is that
makes us an open and welcoming Club, long may it continue, and thanks to everyone
involved at BGC for making this happen.

Steve Coppock
Chair Management Board
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At the time of writing this article we are currently being blessed
with 2 months rain in just over a week! Looking on the positive
side, it’s good for our fantastic golf course. Once again I would
like to thank John Gubb and his team for providing us with a
quality golf course all year round.
Our weekly newsletter covers competition results with pictures of the winners each week so
forgive me for keeping this report a little more brief than in the past. I will however give you
the headlines of some of our major competitions played since the turn of the year, if I
attempted to report on all competitions played I might lose my audience as there have been
over 90 across all sections since January!
Here we go …………
Bill Perry Tankards
Relatively new members Andrew and Rob Mossford returned an
excellent 37 points to win from Captain Andy Brown and Colin
Beard by 1 point, well done boys.
Rawlins Bowl
Father and son pairing of
Tony and Will Marsh won with
a fine round of 66 - top work
from the Marsh’s.

Gale Salvers Qualifier

Club stalwarts John (JD) Donnelly and Simon Sharman took
this one with a fantastic 43 points
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Presidents Putter

Firstly thanks to our President Joe Nellis for his generosity
on the day, Simon White won the Putter with an excellent
39 points, pipping Tony McCarthy on count back, hard lines
Tony but congratulations to Simon.
Kline Cup (13-28 handicap)

The Kline Cup was won by a delighted Jas Matharu who
smashed it with a superb round of 66!
Senior Section Championship
This event was very well supported and played over two
days on 13th and 22 of May. Ian Kemeys blew the field
away with a total of 137 net just pipping past captain Tony Ciampa and club chairman Steve
Coppock by 9 and 11 shots respectively, well played indeed Ian.
Tom Donnelly Salvers
As always a big field contested this popular event which was won this year by Eddie Hayes
and Luke Gardner who pipped past captainTony Williams and Keith Burgess on count back
despite calling a penalty on themselves. Well done Eddie and Luke top work.
Guy Pym Cup
Will Marsh was back in the winners enclosure again with 39 points, smiling from ear to ear
when he came into the bar. He had a few nervous moments though as Glen Surridge
(Sudge) also came in with 39 but Will took the Guy Pym on count back, well done again Will.
Ladies Championship
Sadly this event was curtailed just one round due to appalling weather on the day, it didn’t
stop Sally Shayler returning a fabulous round of 72 despite a quadruple bogey 8 on number
18 !! Only once since 2002 has Sally not won the Ladies Championship, terrific golf Sal
congratulations.
Captains Day
A packed field turned out to support Andy on his day, although the weather was pretty
dreadful it did not stop everybody enjoying a terrifically well organised day, thanks to all of
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Andy’s helpers providing sustenance at the half way hut, the sausage rolls and in particular the
carrot cup-cakes were delicious.
The day was won by long standing member
Graham Crawford who just edged out Tim
Thimaya and Kevin Greene on count back with
all three returning 33 points.

A great day was had by all, thank you Captain Andy.
Look forward to seeing you all out on the course.

John Haines
Chair of Golf
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Well what a difference a year makes last year we
experienced the driest June on record here at the club
with only 6.5mm of rain and this year it has been the
fourth wettest with a total of 85mm and the course is
green and growing fast. Interestingly though for the first 6 months of 2018 we received a
total of 290mm of rain and this year we have only received 225mm for the same period.
The team have been very busy over the past few months, greens renovation went very well
and we also used the opportunity to put our new pedestrian scarifier to work, removing
some unwanted thatch and debris from all the tees, all the surfaces have recovered well.
The fairways, approaches and tees have all been fertilised and the different products used
have worked in helping the weak areas recover from last year and aid all the new seed we
have sown, to germinate. All the outfield weeds have been sprayed on both courses; this
process is also repeated later in the summer to remove any weeds which might have
seeded later in the year.

The bird damage to the greens and tee surfaces has been quite bad this year on both of the
golf courses, the chemicals to help control the leather jackets and other pests in the ground
were removed from the market in 2015. As a club we try not to use too many chemicals
anyway, but over the past couple of years and, I think especially in 2018, due to the
extended dry spell, when the greens and tees were being irrigated making it so much easier
for the crane fly to lay its eggs in the playing surfaces, these insects are causing damage
below ground feeding on the plant roots with some greens around the course especially
showing signs of insect damage. The crows and rooks on the other hand are causing
damage to the turf surfaces using their beaks to peck out the insects (often in great
numbers on each green and tee) they are also protected so all we can do is spend many
hours repairing the damage before the larger animals such as rabbits, foxes and badgers
dig bigger holes. The greenstaff would really appreciate your help in repairing these pecked
areas when you see them out during your round, as it helps the surface to heal up and
repair much faster, your pitch mark repairer can easily be used to fold in and fix the
damage.
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The team have also been kept busy with our irrigation system; we have had to repair a couple
of bursts already this season. The hot summer last year followed by a dry winter and spring
period resulted in a number of the irrigation heads around the course becoming too low in the
ground, this also happens over time when we apply topdressings to the area, They need to be
raised up as the small / near nozzles in the head fire the water into the raised turf around the
head and its affects the application rate and direction of water jet, especially on the edges of the
green.

The club are also in the process of installing a bore hole. This will be a great addition to the club
and remove the total reliance on mains water for the irrigation.

The department has received its newest piece of equipment, a dedicated sprayer to replace our
old one, it’s been put to work on the greens and tees a number of times already, it’s far more
efficient and applies all the products we use very accurately and complies with all the new
health and safety regulations, it’s been an excellent addition and far more reliable, the old one
was purchased back in 2005 and at the time was very modern with all the up to date technology
but over the past couple of years Dean has been working hard to keep it running.

We have seen some great wildlife out on the course recently which include a pair of kites, the
kingfisher on the 15th pond and a hare on the 10th fairway, this coupled with a variety of different
orchids growing around the site, it’s always nice to see these sightings as we know we are
doing the right things regarding the golf course but it’s also good for a healthy environment.

Art Fleming and Neil Houghton have continued to help with divoting the fairways and tees, and
this year along with John & Sue Cribb and Nick & Sam Turnbull have also helped out during the
dry spring to water the trees which were relocated in February, this really helps the
greenkeeping team as it allows us to spend more time on other tasks around the course.

New smaller metal divot bag stands have replaced the bigger wooden ones which were
damaged during the heavy winds during the winter. Please could you also help us and take a
divot bag from the station when you play and use it to repair any divots you find on the fairways.

John Gubb
Course Manager
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During the period since the last issue of the Recorder we have
held a number of events starting with the Rugby Special on
Saturday 23rd February with a golf match between early
morning roll up groups and midday roll group. Following golf, a
chilli meal was enjoyed before watching England play Wales in the Six Nations. Mid-day roll
up won by 20 holes up! Some parings could have done better as could England rugby –
however food served by Debbie as usual excellent.
Quiz Night held on Friday evening 22nd February was very well attended and enjoyable
evening with 11 tables and over 80 people participating, and encouragingly we welcomed
folks from Stagsden NFU. Winning team was led by Les Sharman who has kindly agreed to
hold another quiz night later this year. Then on Saturday 23rd March we held a Jazz and Gin
with Casino. First of a kind event that was enjoyed by those who attended. Matthew Bason,
an excellent pianist provided music throughout the evening with Roulette and Blackjack
casino tables provided by Jono. Our vintner unfortunately was unable to supply the gin but
gave us two barrels of beer in compensation, and Ruth, our events manager therefore
improvised by purchasing a gin selection and creating a gin bar for the evening, allowing us
to sell at a little discount.

A couple of other golfing related social events to mention, firstly the Adams Trophy, a medal
round played by the Ladies on May 14th followed by an very enjoyable dinner. Bedfordshire
Deputy Lieutenant Ruth Bell MBE, JP, DL was the guest speaker, whose address was
greatly enjoyed by everyone present. A raffle of a four-ball voucher raised £172 for Bedford
Sea Cadets (Ladies’ Captain’s Charity this year). Then the corresponding Deacon Cup held
for the men on Sunday 16th June with a black tie dinner the previous evening when we were
entertained by a great
speaker organised by the
Captain.

Adjacent is a great picture
taken of the members who
attended on the clubhouse
balcony:
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Regarding future events, at the time of writing we have a Disco and BBQ planned for
Saturday 13th July as part of the the Festival weekend celebrations. Then autumn event
planned to coincide with the Stagsden trophy on Saturday September 21 st will be a Barn
dance with Cider and Hog Roast which promises to be an entertaining evening with a
difference.

We have a couple of Charity Golf days planned, firstly for the Captain on Friday September
27th in support of his nominated Charity the Samaritans. And then the Ladies Captain is
sponsoring a fun Scary scramble on Friday 25th October in support of her nominated charity.

Then we have the Rugby World Cup taking place during October culminating in the final
being played on Sunday 2nd November. The rugby matches of interest will be televised early
morning in the UK and there will be some breakfasts organised while watching the rugby and,
depending on numbers, some form of roll up competition following the rugby. Look out for
notices accordingly!

We will then drift into the Festive season with the usual manic participation in a variety of
seasonal lunches and evening functions including the Christmas Lunch on Sunday 15h
December and New Year’s Eve celebration coincidentally on the 31st December

Looking ahead into 2020 we are already looking at a programme of events with a difference
and 2020 being 20 years since we moved to Stagsden will encourage events with a 20s
theme.

Peter Wilson

Chair of House Committee

View of 18th fairway from behind the green
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The county championship was held at Millbrook GC on 1st
and 2nd June. Conditions were extreme to say the least, in
addition to playing off the blue tees. The winning score
over three rounds was 11 over par. The champion was
Jack Hawksby who plays off plus 2 at Millbrook, so even he was 17 over his handicap.
We had many pairs in the county foursomes at our own club in mid-April. This is a 36 hole
event and Colin Beard and Andy Brown finished in a commendable second place with
scores of 74 and 77 = 151, three behind the winners. They did win the overall nett, so picked
up a handy prize.

I should mention Iain Macfarlane and David Marshall who were only 2 behind the leaders
with 4 holes to play. Unfortunately, the trapdoor opened and they dropped nine shots coming
in. Parring those four holes would have given them a gross 69 and second place.
The county fourball event is to be held at Aylesbury Vale on Sunday 28 th July. Please enter
as soon as possible as this is a very popular event. As I keep saying, the county events are
very well run and enjoyable.
It reminds me of the time I was walking serenely through Flitwick woods on a warm day with
my dogs. The sun was dappling through the tall trees, birds were singing, rooks squawking
and deer roaming about without a care in the world. Then I looked up to admire a tall tree
and a pigeon pooped on my head. It ruined the walk. Just like a round of golf where all is
calm and easy, you assume it will carry on. When something goes wrong, it is seemingly
impossible to get back to that relaxed, unworried state.

John Haines is county seniors captain.
Andy Brown; Richard Caunt; Colin Beard;
Simon Hollands and Richard Harris, have
all had outings. The highlight seems to be
a 5 / 5 draw in a league match with
Hertfordshire, who are a very strong
county. The star performance there was a
2 & 1 win by David Marshall over Tyrone
Carter.
Seniors v Hertfordshire—May 2019
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The county seniors championship was held at South Beds on 1st July. There were many
entries from our club but none amongst the prizes. Graham Crawford was distraught to be
pipped on a last 6 countback for the scratch prize in his age-group. It was my wife’s birthday
which did not help my serenity, but luckily, John Donnelly provided a lift there and after
leaving South Beds after a good chat, he dropped me off at The Raven in Hexton for a family
dinner. Apart from the golf, a good day.
Conor Kavanagh is captain of the A scratch team. Only one match has taken place at this
stage.
Nigel Fordham is skippering the scratch B team and has 2 wins from 3. Every chance of
promotion looming for his team.
Harry O’Dell is a terrific captain and organiser of the mid-handicap team. At this moment, his
team is in the thick of things and just needs to win home games to make progress.
The County Dinner this year is to be held at Bedfordshire Golf Club on Friday 1st November.

Les Sharman

Clubhouse from the 18th green

As usual, I would like to thank Clive Haywood for providing so many of the photographs used
in this edition of The Recorder..
David Allen - Editor.
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I cannot day that the last six months have been the best on
record, since that would not be further from the truth. I seem to
have managed to spend a large proportion of my time either in or
at Bedford Hospital. As a result, my time on the golf course has
been somewhat limited, and now only play nine holers each outing. At least, I am still playing,
or attempting to play which is far better than lounging about at home regretting my inability to
participate in the only game that I have really enjoyed.
Also, the other reason for the downheartedness, is the loss of so many of my contemporaries
and golfing friends during this period. I cannot recall so many of our friends, and members who
have passed away in such a short period. I have not noted the precise dates, but we have six
friends less today than when the last Recorder was published. These were:

Peter Gallagher, who died in January, Tony Scarr and Brian Hamilton in February, Keith
Turner and Bernard Goodman in March, and finally, Alan Senior. The Club is a poorer place
without them.
In the past, I have attempted to find a friend who could pen a short obituary/eulogy, but on this
occasion I am afraid that I have failed to find someone to write a short piece for each person.
However, Andy Brown has penned a tribute to Keith Turner and I have managed to extract
brief pieces for Brian Hamilton and Bernard Goodman, with thanks to Neil Roy of the
Bedfordshire Bulletin and the Rev. Simon Dommett.
I know that we wish them all happy golfing in the world of eternal sunshine and peace.

Keith George Turner

4/7/1936 – 19/3/2019

Sadly during March of this year Keith lost his long and courageous
battle with illness and as a Club we lost a Member who was a fine
example of what makes Bedfordshire Golf Club so special to us all.
Born on July 4th 1936, this of course being the reason he was given
the nickname Sam, Keith was a true North Bed’s boy. He grew up in
Pavenham, went to school in Harrold, married Edna in Felmersham
Church, lived in Bromham and like so many men in the 1950’s went
into an engineering apprenticeship at Allen’s in Bedford as a tool
maker. He spent time in the Merchant Navy and also spent many
years working for Vauxhall in Ampthill Road.
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Keith had a great passion for sport, and as a young man
became a successful and well respected local cricketer,
playing, of course, for Queens Works, as well as Pavenham
and Bromham Nomads. He also played football and later
became a referee. Over the years I enjoyed many a
conversation with him about his time on the football field
playing against my father.
It is though through golf that most of us all came to know him,
and following his retirement in 1999 Keith found the time to combine his passion for gardening
and golf. For well over a decade he organised the inter club matches for the Gentlemen’s
Senior Section. When the Club moved to Spring Lane, he became heavily involved in the
maintenance and care of the gardens around the Club House. His keen interest in
photography has resulted in an extensive photographic record of the construction of the
course and many wonderful images taken over the following years. And all this was probably
unknown to so many of our Members, for he was a genuine ‘go to Man’, not always involved in
the official roles within the Club but always there and available for those who were to ‘go to’
when something needed doing.
Rest In Peace Keith and thank you for all the countless hours you gave to the Club to help
make it the special place it is to so many. You are greatly missed and will be the source of
many happy memories for years to come.

Brian Hamilton

29/1/1933 - 12/2/2019

Brian Hamilton was born in West Ham, East London on January
29th 1933 the son of a local dentist and dental nurse and moved to
Essex where he attended the Brentwood independent school. He
decided not to follow his parents into dentistry as he wanted to
become a surgeon. In the end he did not follow that path and
became a GP instead. His argument being that he would not see
his patients just once, but throughout their lives. Brian was a
people person, and was very fondly remembered by the patients at
the De Parys surgery where he practiced.
Brian had many interests beyond his immediate family, patients
and friends and these included clocks, the Goon Show, jazz and of
course, golf. He arranged many golfing trips to courses in the UK and Europe, where the
evening entertainment was probably more important than the golf! However, his principal
passion was vintage cars and especially the Bentley, a passion that started whilst he was still
a medical student at St. Mary’s in Paddington. He could be seen on many occasions driving
around his village, Milton Ernest in his 1925 Le Mans model. He stated that he funded his
early car interest by appearing as an ‘extra’ in several films. He acquired his first model in
1954, when it cost roughly the same as a terraced house. It was rumoured that he drove from
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John O’Groats to Lands End in one go.
He died on February 12th after a long illness aged 86, which he bravely fought to the very end,
even continuing to drive himself to Addenbrookes Hospital for treatment. He moved to
Nottinghamshire last year to be nearer his family. His many friends at the Bedfordshire Golf
Club miss his bonne homie and generosity.

Bernard Goodman

1/1/1937 - 27/3/2019

Bernard Goodman was born on January 1st 1937 in Kingston,
Jamaica. When he was 4, his family moved to Singapore where sadly
his father was captured and became a POW of the Japanese. Bernard
fortunately was evacuated to Brisbane, where after 3 years they
moved back to Southampton. Because of his father’s profession in the
army, they then moved to Catterick. He attended Richmond Grammar
School as a boarder and graduated to the Military school at Welbeck,
then on to Sandhurst, obtaining a scholarship to Kings College,
Cambridge.

He followed in the family tradition, and joined the Royal Engineers.
Serving all over the world, latterly in Chepstow, where he learned to play golf, and where he
met and married his wife, Jennifer. After resigning his commission, Bernard joined Jones Laing
and qualified as a civil engineer. The chance to work abroad came when he was offered a job
in Hong Kong, then Jakarta. His children were at school in Bedford, and Bernard returned to
the UK in 1985 settling in Biddenham, and working in London for Unilever.
Bernard loved his sport, and played a great deal of golf at the Bedfordshire, where he enjoyed
the company and banter as much as the game, and became Senior’s’ Captain in 2007/8. He
also enjoyed tennis, squash and rugby, and loved his dogs. He was a true gentleman. a
perfectionist a great host and generous. He also loved music and once played clarinet in a
jazz band. We will miss him.

Sunset over the 18th green
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